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good which was expected to result therefrom. Nor had
the Christians of Turkey much to hope for, from the
Great Powers.

The attitude of the departments of foreign affairs in
Russia, Great Britain, France, Austria, Germany and
Italy toward Turkey in the early years of the twentieth
century may be briefly summarized.

The position taken by Eussia towards the Ottoman
Empire was one of constant hostility and potential ag-
gression; this was hereditary and natural. During the
two centuries that the vast inland Empire of the Rus-
sians had fought for a proper outlet to the sea, the dream
of such an outlet through the Black Sea, the Bosporus
and the Dardanelles had been the one most desired of all.
At the opening of the twentieth century the Russian Em-
pire lay extended halfway around the Black Sea waiting
for the opportune moment to crash through the remain-
ing barriers in order to secure for herself an unrestricted
access to the Mediterranean Sea.

The Russian Tsars, moreover, dreamed of the day
when, as the successors of the Eastern Roman Emperors,
they might sit on the throne at Constantinople. The Rus-
sian advance meant in the main the transfer of authority
from the Ottoman Empire to the Russian Empire, not the
freedom of the subject races of Turkey. In justice to
Russia, however, it must be said that she had done more
for the subject races of Turkey than any of the other
great European powers. Russia had given freedom to
the Bulgarians, had assisted in securing independence
for Greece, and the position of the Armenians who had
passed under the Russian rule was much better than it
had been under the Turks.

The attitude of Great Britain towards the Turkish
Empire can only be understood when it is remembered
that the British Government has always looked at the
Near Eastern situation through India-colored spectacles.